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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following papers will give the public ſame gene- | 


ral view, what appearances there are, that the 5r:1ifþ 
conqueſts in North America may be improven, for diffuling 
among the Heathen nations there, the light of the glorious 


$9ſpel of Chriſt ; Theſe accounts, imperfect as they are, it is 


oped, will excite the prayers and endeayours of many, that 
the Redeemer may have the Heathen for a heritage, and the 
uttermoſt ends of the earth for a poſſeſſion. 

The collection appointed by the laſt General Aſſembly, is 
deſigned to aſſiſt the board of correſpondents at Boſton, (who 
hitherto have had no aſſiſtance from Scotland) in carrying on 
their extenſive plans for Chriſtianizing the Indian. 

To aſſiſt their correſpondents at Mew York, in the fame 
good work, The Soctety for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
allow yearly falaries to Mr Joh Brainard, Miſſionary to the 
Delaware Indians, to Mr Occum, Miſſionary to the Oneyda 


Indians; and for educating ſome Indian yauths at the Col- 


lege of New Ferſey. This is all that the ſtate of their funds, 
and their many demands at home can admit, till further 
pious don” tions enable them to enlarge their play. When 
theſe are received, they ſhall be faithfully applied to the par- 
ticular purpoſes directed by the Donors. 5 
An account by the Rev. Mr Mhpecloct, of his Indian ſchool 
at Lebanon in Connedticut, and ſome other papers a 
ed, 
cannot be found, - g 
It is earneſtly entreated, that if any Gentlemen have bor- 


rowed the above, or any other papers belonging to the So- 


ciety, from Mr Ro, their late Clerk, they will be ſo good 
as return them to A. Szevenſon, now Clerk to the Society, 
without delay, there being ſeveral papers of conſequence 
amiſling, beſides the above meniopes C 
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OF SOME LATE 
ATTEMPTS to Chriftianize the 
North American Indians. 


Part of a LETTER from the Rev. Mr David 
Boſtwick Miniſter at New York, to the Preſes of 
the Committee of Directors of the Society for propaga- 
ting Chriſtian Knowledge, dated 23d September 1761. 


Very conſiderable tribe of Indians called the Oney- 
das, becauſe they rebde nigh- the Oneyda lake, (far 
in the north-weſt parts of this government, and in 
the way to Ofwego,) meeting laſt campaign, at the re- 


duction of Canada, with one of our provincial chaplains, ſig- 


nified to him their earneſt defire of a Miniſter to come and 
reſide among them. On receiving intelligence of this, I im- 
mediately wrote to Mr Samſon Occum, a native Indian, whole 
heart the Lord has been pleaſed to ſeize by his efficacious 
grace, who was educated in the Rev. Mr Mheelochs ſchool 
in Connecticut, licenced to preach by an aſſociation in New 
England, and ſince ordained by a Preſbytery on Long [/land, 
where he had preached to a {mall number of theſe Indians, 


once under the care of Mr ,Azariah Horton, formerly the 


Society's Miſſionary there. The heart of this man has long 
been ſet on a miſſion among the Indians, and once he was 
actually engaged by a Society in London to go among the 
Chirokees. But they ſoon joining with the French in hoſtili- 


ties againſt us, he was prevented. On receiving my Letter, he 
- 1nimediately concluded to viſit the Oneydas, and make a trial: 


Came to this city on bis way ſome time in June, preached in 
my pulpit to the moſt crowded audience I ever ſaw, and to 
general acceptance. A collection was made for his g 
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of above L. 75 currency. The Correſpondents reſiding in 
this city, wrote to General Amherſt, then at Albany, to fur- 
niſn Mr Occum with a paſs, and with recommendations to 
the commanding officers of the ſeveral: poſts on the road; 
which the General very readily complied with. Letters were 
alſo wrote to Sir William Johnſon, the Superintendent of Indian 
affairs, begging that he would recommend Mr Occum to the 
Oneydas as a Miniſter ;- which he did. Thus forwarded, he 
arrived at the Oneyda lake, the latter end of June. 

He has mer with a very. favourable reception ; perhaps the 
more ſo, on account of his being an Tadian. He writes, 
That there are four conſiderable towns on the Oneyda lake : 

That they have already built a houfe for religious worſhip, 


where he preaches every Lord's day: That he has baptized 


five or fix perſons this ſummer; and that there are many 
adjacent tribes, among whom he intends to make excurſions. 
He has retained his mother-tongue, and can ſpeak the lan- 
guage of his own tribe, (which is the Mohegon) ſomething 
better than he can the Engliſh. But the Oneyda language 
differs ſo much from the Mohegan, that he 1s obliged to ule 
an interpreter for the preſent, tho? doubtleſs he would learn 
their language well in a little time, could he refide among 
them. He is married to an Indian woman, who is alſo e- 
ſteemed truly pious, and has fix children, with whom he 
. would gladly dwell in that wilderneſs, if he could be ſupport- 
ed as a Miſſionary, and very eaſily might his children be 
educated in that language. — He well underſtands the buſi- 


neſs of farming, having chiefly ſupported his family by it, 


while he preached to the little handfol of Indians upon Long 
Jlaand; and therefore, could inſtruct the Indians in cultiva- 
ting their lands, which are very good. He has acquired a 


tolerable acquaintance with Latin, Greek and Hebrew, 
with the ſciences, c. and is really a good Divine. His 


piety is unqueſtionable, having been manifeſted by a 


more than ten years examplary conduct. His temper is very 


amiable and Chriſtian like, full of humility and meckneſs. 
His heart is much ſet on preaching the goſpel to the Indians, 
and he ſrems willing to fpend and be ſpent, to do or ſuffer 
any thing for their converſion and ſalvation. In ſhort, no- 


thing is wanting to fix him*there, but a ſupport. He pur- 


poſes to come down this autumn, and ſpend the winter with 


his family, (yet on Long Iland), and 'tis likely he will try to 


remove his family to the Oneyda lake in the ſpring. We 
thall endeavour to ſupport him by contribution, till ſome 
ſurer method can be found, or aſſiſtance be obtained from 


ſome charitable Society in Scotland or England. . I therefore, 


humbly 


* 
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humbly requeſt, as this event has opened ſo agreeable a pro- 
 lpe& for ſpreading the goſpel among the Heathen, that the 
Society would receive Mr Occum as their Miſſionary, with 
proper inſtructions, and liberty to draw upon them for ſuch 
lalary as they ſhall fix ; and would commit the management 

of ſaid miſſion, to thoſe of the Correſpogdents who reſide in 

| this city, as we are moſt convenient to write to, Or recelve | 


intelligence from that part of the wildernels, N 


i. From the Rev. Mr Samuel Mather's Letter to 
Dr Wiſhart, dated Boſton, 234 Auguſt 1761. 
Hap lately ſome converſation with a plain well meaning 
erfon, who lived a few years among the Oneyda Indiams, 
at a place called Ohonoguagie, about 200 miles trom Phila- 
delphia. He tells me, that there are about 300 ſouls there: 
That the Tuſceroroas have two townſhips, each ſomewhat 
\ bigger than the Oyeyda; and that about a hundred miles from 
this is the principal place of the Oneyda, which is conſiderable, 
and has a meeting-houſe built in it: That the people here 
are very deſirous of Miſſionaries among them: That one 
| Peter an Oneyda Indian, (inſtructed a few years ago by Mr 
d |; Halley, then a Miſhonary), has taken a deal of pains to in- 
1 ſtruct them in Chriſtian knowledge ; and that he behaves 
well, and has done goo41 among them, and when he pertorms 
divine ſervice, they generally go to meeting : That about 
16 miles to the welt of Ghonoquagie, there are 200 [ndians, 
who REG talk Engliſh, and who have an Indian teacher, 
who knows but little, tho' he ſeems well diſpoſed. Theſe In- 
dians ſeem well prepared for an Engliſh Miſſionary; and they 
learn, by Indians from the further parts, that they alſo are 
deſirous of being inſtructed in Chriſtian knowledge, 


'Y' From Dr Chauncy's Sermon, on Occaſion o, Mr 
Bowman's Ordination as a Miffionary to the Mo- 
hawk Indians, preached at Boſton, 31/# Auguſ 
1762. | 


HE providence of God, by ſo ſucceeding his Brita. 

nic Majeſty's arms, as to put Canada into Engliſh 
hands, ſeems evidently to point our view to the numerous 
{ndian tribes, in our weſtern parts, making it our duty to 
endeavour to carry the goſpel to them; ſince that, which 
1 | nas 
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has alt along been the“ let,” is now * taken ont of the 
way.“ And may I not ſay, that the Spirit of grace con- 
curs with divine providence in calling upon us to exert 
ourſelves in all wiſe methods, within our reſpective ſpheres, 
that © God's King in Sion“ may have theſe © uttermoſt 
parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion?” To what elle can 
we fo juſtly attribute the ſerious concern, relative to the 
fpreading the goſpel among thete Indians, which has been 
10 generally awakened in the minds of people, upon occaſion 
of the marvellous victories the right hand of the Mott High 


has given us over our French enemies, ſubjecting their coun, 


try to the crown of Exyzlaud? Never did there appear before 
ſo ſtrong and general a diſpoſition to encourage the ſending 
«the word of falvation” to them. | 
Lis in conſequence of this good diſpoſition, and the 
charitable effects of it, that we have now two Miſſion. 
aries in the Mohawk-country; one, the worthy paſtor of 
the church at Brookfield, who is gone for a time only: 
The other, a promifing young man, who went with a 
view to ſpend his life in the ſervice, if God ſhould be plea- 
fed to give any comfortable proſpect of ſucceſs. We have 
lately heard from them, and the news they ſend us 1s fuch as 
will give joy to all who truly love the Redeemer, and diſpoſe 
them to open their lips in praiſes to God. 

They write, „that, ſoon after their arrival at Onoquage, 
© they aſſembled the chief men of the tribe in this 
* place, informing them of their buſineſs, and by whom 
* they were ſent: That, with great ſolemnity, they 
* returned - their hearty thanks to the honourable com- 
4e miſſioners, and to them for underiaking fo difficult and 
„ arduous, a work. — But, as three of their principal men 
« were. abſent, they concluded with faying, they ſpake 
and ated only for themſelves and families; adding, that 
* when theſe three ſhould return, they would meet again, 
„hen they ſhould be glad to hear again of this matter, 
and would return a more compleat anſwer. Upon the 
* whole, they all appeared very cordial, as well as thankful.” 

Mr Forbes writes iu another Letter, The Indians appear 
every cordial and well-diſpoſed. The laſt Sabbath, (the 
*« Sabbath preceeding the 2gth of June,) we had a ver) full 


and attentive aſſembly, as devout as ever 1 ſaw, and pro- 


« perly raiſed with à well-tempered zeal, The whole aſ- 
ul f 
„ ſembly was moved, — many diſcovered a deep ſorrow for 
* ſin, and were all attention to the word ſpoken. Some 
ee wept and covered their faces. In ſhort, it ſeemed as it 
“God was moving by his Spirit upon the whole _— 


. 


. 

« On Monday we viſited moſt of the families in town, con- 
« verſed with the heads of them upon the things of religion, 
« and exhorted the youth and children to the practiſing early 
« piety. We found ſeveral under à very ſerious concern about 
« their ſouls and the future world, and very deſirous to know 
« what they ſhould do to be faved. Others we found, (it is to 
te he remarked here, Mr Hawley had ſpent ſome time with this 
„ tribe of Indians belore the war), well eſtablithed in the 
« Chriſtian faith, and zeelouſly engaged in the practice of 
« {ober godlineſs.— Every thing looks encouraging here on 
« the part of the beneficent defign of our miſſion; and T 
ic can't but think, (if we are not greatly wanting) that great 
things might be effected in favour of the Redeemer's 
* kingdom.” | on + 4. G0 Lach.” 
He writes in another Letter ſtil}, The Indians“ defire to 
te have a church gathered, and to have the {ſacrament of the 
© Lord's ſupper adminiſtred before I leave them. I have diſ- 
&« courſed with a number with this view, and find that ſeve- 
ce ra] are well eſtabliſhed in the eſſential doctrines of Chriſti. 
«* anity, and have an nuiform practical ſenſe of religion upon 
&* their minds. — We have fet up a ſchool here,“ at which 
N cc we 


The Indian-children might be inſtructed in their own towns at 
a much leſs expence; than if they were brought to live among us. 
The coft of bringing them would be very conſiderable; and they 
muſt be permitted every now-and-then to make a viſit to their pa- 
rents and friends, which would be a great additional charge. 
They muſt alſo be boarded and clothed, which would run the ex- 
pence very high. Whereas, if they were taught where they now 
live, they might be maintained by their parents; and- the only 
charge worth mentioning would be that of ſupporting ſebool-ma 
ſters. More, it may be, would be required for the ſupport of in- 


ſtructors among the Indians, than among ourſelves ; but this great- 


er charge would be {mall in comparifon with the charge the other 
way. And the children might, in their own towns, as conveni- 
ently coine to ſchool, as if they were among us; for the Indian 
wigwams are every where nearer to one another, than the Engl:fh 
houſes in any of our villages. One ſchool in a town would there- 
fore very well anſwer all the ends we have in view, as bone of the 
towns are fo large, but the children in all of them might ea ſily meet 
together every day for inſtruction. For theſe reaſons, one of the 
principal things entruſted with our Miſſionaries is, to endeavour to 
prepare the way for ſetting up ſchools for the education of Indian 
children, in whatever it may be proper to inſtruct them. And by 
thus providing for their inſtruction, we ſhall avoid much need- 


leſs expence. The education of one Indian lad among us will 
probably colt more than the education of twenty in their own 


country. 


1 


« we are inſtructing the children in the knowledge of the 


« Engliſh language. We have had about a dozen a day for 
about twenty days, and find the children are very much 
« pleaſed with it, and give their conſtant and ſeaſon- 
able attendance, without any conſtraint from their parents. 
Some of them make ſurpriſing proficiency, pronounce the 
< whole alphabet well, and know each letter; and four 
have got to pronounce diſtinct ſyllables properly. They 
appear to be, in general, very promiſing children. The 
* inhabitants are vaſtly pleaſed, that two of our lads * are 
cc come to be with them to learn their language; and have, 
« of their own accord, offered three of their's, whom they 
< would ſend to New England to learn our language; but I 
told them, I muſt wait the pleaſure of the Commiſſioners, 
before I could give any encouragement to take them with 
* me.” + He adds, We have got all our matters ripe to 

* make 


country. And they may, if it be not our own fault, be as well 
educated there, as here; at leaſt till they are fitted for the higher 
inſtruction, which there would be no need of giving to more than 
one in an hundred. | | 

* Theſe lads are about 12 years of age, and as promiſing as 
any among us. They are, with their own free conſent, devoted 
to the Indian: ſervice for life, if God, in his providence, ſhall pleaſe 
to make way for their being uſeful. Tis deſigned they ſhould con- 
tinue with the Iudians, till they have learned their language. 
Care is taken that they may be under proper tuition in the India 
country; and when they can converſe in their tongue with the 
ſame freedom as in their own, they will be brought from thence, 
and put under the beſt means of education we have, in order to 
their being qualified for miſſionary preachers, or ſchool-maſters, or 
whatever elſe they may be moſt turned for. I may add, beſides 
theſe lads, we have a young man under education at our College in 
Cambridge, who will, we truſt, be fit for ſervice, as a ſchool - ma- 
ſter, if not as a Miſſionary-preacher, as ſoon as there will be occa- 
ſton for him. 

+ We have not encouraged the ſending theſe boys ; and, as we 
imagine, for very good reaſons. The charge of bringing them 
from their own homes, and educating them among us, would be 
very great. We have felt the truth of this, as we lately found our- 
ſelves obliged to pay nearly L. 60 Sterling in leſs than one year for 
three boys only ; On which account we thought ourſelves bound, 
in faithfulneſs to thoſe who have entruſted their money with us, 
not to ſpend any more of it in this way, which appears to us e- 
normouſly expenſive. There are other inconveniences in taking lads 
from the Jndian-country ;—We can have no ſecurity, whatever 
expence is laid out upon them, that they ſhall be afterwards em- 


- ployed in ſuch ſervice as we judge proper; Neither can we know, 


previouſly 
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« make propoſals to the Indians, and wait only the return 
of Adam their chief, who is now expected. The Indiaus 
&« are of a very obliging diſpoſition, and well-diſpoſed to- 
« ward religion. Tho King made a ſpeech in the name 
« of two or three, (who had not been preſent at any of their 
« former councils) in which he expreſſed a very grateful 
« ſenſe of the care the Commiſſioners have taken of the moſt 
e important intereſt among them, and, for his own part, he 
greatly rejoiced that they were once more likely to enjoy 
< the goſpel; He was ready to promiſe all that lay in his power, 
« that the glorious deſign ſhould meet with ſucceſs He 
ve wanted ſome more effectual meaſures might be taken to 
prevent the ſin of drunkenneſs ; and _ till fome way 
« was found out, we would pity and pray for them; for they 
« were ſo addicted to that ſin, that they could not refrain 
©* when Rum was brought among them. All the Chiefs 
* are deſirous, that ſome effectual way be taken that no Rum 
te be brought among them; for they ſay, they plainly ſee, 
* that Rum is deſtructive both to ſoul and body.” 


From 


previouſly to their coming to us, whether their capacities, temper, 
and inclination to learn, are ſuch as we ſhould chooſe in the child- 
ren we would be at the charge to educate ; and, after all the pains 
and expence in educating them,' they may be viciouſly turned, or 
their character otherwiſe ſuch as would ' unfit them to be employed 
by us in the ſervice for which they might be eſpecially intended and 
wanted. Whereas, by educating Indian-children in their own 
towns, theſe inconveniencies will all be avoided. The charge will 
be reduced to a finall thing comparatively ;—we may fele& out of 
a whole ſchool the moft promiſing youth for natural powers, good 
temper, and a pious diſpoſition z and we might get ſecurity from 
their parents, that they ſhall be employed in the . their edu- 
cation is deſigned to fit them for. —Beſides all this, Fugliſh lads 
will be far the likelieſt, when their education is finiſhed, to ſerve 
as interpreters, ſchool-maſters, or miſſionary-preachers. Indians, 
though fitted, in a good meaſure, for theſe employmenrs, will not 
have that honour in their own country, and among their own peo- 
ple, which is highly expedient in order to their being uſeful ; nor 
can they with deſirable confidence be relied on. Perhaps, two or 
three Indians at moſt, and theſe ſuch as have been found, upon 
trial, to be ſteddy, prudent, ſober and virtuous, will ſuffice for all 
the purpoſes to which we ſhall have occaſion to employ them. A 
ſchool therefore for the education of Indian- children in any of our 
Engliſh towns may reaſonably be looked upon as a necdleſi burthen ; 
and, if encouraged, will run into an expence, which may ſoon cool 
that charity which would be the ſupport, not only of that, but of 
all attempts to promote the ſpifitual good of thole, whole lot is 
calt in Heathen darkneſs. | 
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From the Reverend Dr Chauncy's LETTER 7 
Mr Erskine, dated Boſton 29th Oflober 1762. 


1 addition to my ſermon at Mr Bowynar?s ordination, I 
have to ſay, with reference to the Indian affair, that My 
Forbes, who is returned from his tem porary Miſhon, informs 
us, that a church 1s gathered at 2honoquagte, an Indian town 
on the banks of Suſquahanah river, more than 400 miles from 
Boſton. The church was conſtituted of 10 perſons, 5 males 
and 5 females; and 3 have been added to them ſince. The 
Lord's Supper was once before he came away adminiſtred to 
chem; and ſeveral of their children have been baptized. 
He thinks there is a hopeful proſpect of doing ſervice for 
Chriſt. Mr Bowman, after he had ſet out the week follow- 
ing his ordination for the Indian country, was ſeized with a a 
violent fever, of which he was ſick nigh unto death. But 
the Lord had mercy on him, and reſtored him to ſtrength, 
ſo that he was able to proceed on his journey, after being de- 
rained at leaſt ſix weeks. And I hope, before now, he has 
Joined Mr Rice, his fellow worker 1n the kingdom and pa- 
tience of Chriſt, to their mutual joy and ſatisfaction. ; 
Mr Forbes is a gentleman excellently qualified for the In- 
dian ſervice. His natural powers are ſtrong and lively, his 
acquired accompliſhments very conſiderable. ' He has a good 
talent at knowing men, and adapting bimſelf to their peculiar 
turns. He has, I believe, a truly pious foul : aud is particu- 
larly filled with Chriſtian compaſſion towards the poor Indi- 
ans. And was he not related to one of our churches as their 
paſtor, I have heard him ſay, he could, with all chearfulneſs, 
devote himſelf to the ſervice of the Saviour, among theſe 
unhappy people. I ſcarce know of a man like minded, and 
like ſpirited; and he is of a firm bodily make, fitting him to 
endure hardſhips of any kind. Was it the cuſtom among us, 
as it is among you, to transfer the relation of a miniſter from 
one people to another, there would be no difficulty in taking 


him for the Indian ſervice. | 


From Dr Chauncy's Letter to Mr Erskine, Nov. 2. 17 62. 


M* Forbes ſpeaks highly of Peter, one of the chiefs at 
Obonoquagie. He efteems him as eminent a chriſtian 
as almoſt any he knows of among the Engliſh. And as this 
Peter can read and write, and has his heart much ſet upon 
the propagating Chriſtian knowledge among the Indians, he 
thinks it would be an encouragement to him, and a ſervice to 
the cauſe in general, if he might for the preſent be employ- 
ed to teach the Indian children. *Tis probable we ſhall fall 


in with this motion. | 
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ACT of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


of the Church of Scatlang, 


CONCERNING 


A Grnerar. CoLLECTIAN for the propagating 


of the GosPEL among the North Americgt 
Indians. 


At Edinlburgb, the 31ſt Day of May 1962. 


| HERE was tranſmitted to the General Aſſembly from the 

| Committee for Bills, a Petition in Name of the Society in 
Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, to the following 
1 

« THE ſaid Society did, in March 1760, commiſſion a Number 
ce of Gentlemen in New England, as a Board of Correſpondents, 
&« to plan and execute proper Schemes for ſpreading the Knowledge 
* of the goſpel among the North American Indians. | 

« Theſe Gentlemen being ſenſible, that Ignorance of the Indian 
* Language has proved one great Obſtruction to this Deſign, have 
* agreed to the following Plan: That a certain Number of Indian 
* Youths, of promiſing Diſpoſitions, be procured to come and 
ce live among them, in order to their learning the £ng/i/þ Lan- 


« guage, and being well inſtructed in the Principles of Religion, 
ce and in needful Literature: That, at the ſame Time, a like 


Number of Eugliſh young Men, of a hopeful Genius, be ſent to 
* live among the Indians, in ſome of the beſt of their Families, till 
de they become acquainted with their Language and Cuſtoms; after 
*© which they ſhall be recalled, and have their Education complea- 
ted under the ſame Roof and Maſters with the young Indians ; 
** and that, when both are ſufficiently fitted for this important Ser- 
vice, they ſhall be ſent out in Pairs by two and two, an Tadian 
„and a New Englander, to propagate Chriſtian Knowledge among 
** ſome other of the Indian Tribes. But as the Advantage propo- 
* ſed by this Plan cannot ſpeedily take Place, they have further re- 
* folved, inſtantly to take into their Pay, a few ſuitable qualified 
*f Miſſionaries, together with Interpreters, and to ſend them to 
* ſuch of the Indian Tribes, on their Weſtern Borders, as ſeem belt 
** diſpoſed to receive religious Inſtruction. | 

* As the Execution of theſe Schemes muſt neceſſarily require a 
* conliderable Expence, the ſaid Correſpondents have opened, in 
te the Town of Boſton, two Subſcriptions ; the one for an annual 


Fam, to enable them to begin their Work; the other for a ca- 


4 pital Stock, payable on Condition that the Commiſſioners ſhall 
£ be erected into a Body corporate: In both which Subſcriptions, 
they have met with uncommon Succeſs, from the forward Diſpo- 


« ſition of their People to encourage ſo good a Deſign. They fur- 


te ther have Reaſon to believe, That the General Court, or Aſſembly 
. 1 | B 5 «of 


l 12 J 
0 of the Province, will appoint for them a Collection through all 


* their Churches, or grant them Aid ſome other Way. But as, 


* after all, they cannot expect to obtain near ſuch a Sum, as ſhall 


be ſufficient for effectually executing their extenſive Plan, with- - 


© out the Aſſiſtance of their Mother-Country, they have ſollicited, 
* though in the moſt modeſt Terms, the Society in Seorl/and for 
« propagating Chriſtian Knowledpe, to apply in their Behalf to the 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 
© The Society perſuade themſelves, that the Venerable Aſſembly 
« will ſhew the moſt favourable Diſpoſition towards an Underta- 
& king, which ſo much concerns the Advancement of the Kingdom 
« of CarisT, in the dark Places of the Earth, that are full of 
* the Habitations of Cruelty. The amazing Succeſs, with which 
% Gop has been pleaſed to bleſs the Briti/h Arms in thoſe remote 
c Parts, ſtrongly pleads for our warmeſt Returns of Gratitude : And 
* ſurely, no Teſtimony of our Thankfulneſs can be more peculiarly 
4e ſuitable, than improving the ſignal Advantage we had gained by 
* theſe Conqueſts, for ſpreading the knowledge of Gop and of Is us 
% CHRIST, and promoting the beſt, the eternal Intereſts of mankind. 
« If Britain and her Colonies ſhall exert ſufficient Vigour in this ge- 
* nerous Deſign, it may be hoped, that Providence will preſerve in 
« our Poſſeſſion, for the good of the Conquered, as well as for our 
«© own Benefit, a conſiderable Part of theſe important Acquiſitions : 
« Certain it is, that nothing can tend more to ſecure to us the Af- 
4 feftion of the Indian Tribes, and to leſſen the Influence of the 
te French over them, than the ſpreading among them our holy, 
&« Chriſtian reformed Religion. W ENG | 
It is therefore hoped, that the Venerable Aſſembly will give 
ce all Encouragement to a Deſign of ſuch Importance to the Intereſts 
*© of Religion and of Mankind, and to the Peace and Proſperity 
te of Britain and her Colonies; and will be pleaſed to grant ſuch 
% Aſſiſtance to it, by appointing a Collection to be made in the 
te ſeveral Pariſh Churches, or otherwiſe, as they ſhali think meet. 


THE General Aſſembly having conſidered what is above repre- 
ſented, did unanimouſly agree to grant the Deſire of the Society: 
And do accordingly appoint, That a General Collection be made 
in all the Pariſh Churches of Scotland, for this moſt charitable Pur- 
poſe : That the Money collected be tranſmitted to Mr John David. 
ſon Writer to the Signet, and Treaſurer to the ſaid Society: 
That the Collection be made within the Boupds of the Preſbytery 
of Edinburgh, on the firſt Sabbath of February next; and by the 
other Preſbyteries, on a Day to be named by them, ſuch as they 
ſhall judge moſt proper for anſwering the Deſign, betwixt and the 
firſt of April next. And the ſeveral Preſbyteries are hereby required 
to make Report to their reſpective Synods, concerning their Ob- 
ſervance of this Appointment. And the General Aſſembly ordains 
this Act to be read from the Pulpits of the ſeveral Churches, on the 
Lonp's Day immediately preceeding the Day appointed for the 
ColleMon, with ſuitable Exhortatjonggrxtrafted by 
"ks GEORGE WIH RT, Cl. Ecc. Scots 
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